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PETITION

~E MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH

1. The present Petition is being filed by the Petitioner, Uttar Gujarat Vij
Company Limited seeking amendment of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory
Commission (Net Metering Rooftop Solar PV Grid Interactive Systems)
Regulations, 2016 (hereinafter “Net Metering Regulations 2016”). The
amendment sought to relaxing the requirement of the agreement to be
entered into by the consumers in respect of residential consumers
installing Rooftop Solar PV Plants under PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

2. The Net Metering Regulations, 2016 providing for the net metering
arrangement recognizes the entering into an agreement between the
Consumers and the Distribution Company. The Relevant provisions of the.

aforesaid Regulations are as under:



p) "Net Metering” means an arrangement under which Rooftop Solar PV
System installed at Eligible Consumer’s premises delivers surplus
electricity, if any, to the Distribution Licensee after off-setting the
electricity supplied by the distribution licensee to such Eligible
Consumer during the applicable billing period.

q) “Ne:t meter” means an appropriate energy meter capable of recording
both import & export of electricity or a pair of meters one each for
recording the import and export of electricity as the case may be;

3 Scope and Application

3.1 These Regulations shall apply to the distribution licensee and
consumers of electricity of distribution licensee availing supply from it
in its area of supply in the State of Gujarat, or consumers who are
receiving electricity from its own generating source but situated in the
distribution licensee area.

3.2 The Eligible Consumer may install the Rooftop Solar PV System under
net metering arrangement which,

a) shall be within the permissible rated capacity as defined under these
Regulations.

b) shall be located in the consumer’s premises.

¢) shall interconnect and operate safely in parallel with the distribution
licensee network.

4 General Principles The distribution licensee shall ‘provide the net
metering arrangement to the eligible consumer, who intends to install
grid connected Rooftop Solar PV System, in its area of supply on non-
discriminatory and first come first served basis.

6 Eligible Consumer and individual project capacity

6.1 In addition to the general eligibility defined in Regulation 2.1(l) of
these Regulations, the Eligible Consumer for the Rooftop Solar PV
System with net metering shall:

i. be a consumer of the local distribution licensee;

ii. own or be in legal possession of the premises including the rooftop or,
terrace or building or infrastructure or open areas of the land or part or
combination thereof on which the Solar PV System is proposed to be
installed;

iii. connect the proposed Rooftop Solar PV System to the Distribution
System of the Licensee;

iv. consume all of the electricity generated from the Rooftop Solar PV
System at the same premises. :

If the consumer is not able to consume all of generated electricity in the
same premises, he shall be governed by Regulation 9 of these
Regulations.

Regulation 7 of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net
Metering Rooftop Solar PV Grid Interactive Systems) Regulations, 2016,

inter-alia provide as under:

7 Procedure for Application:
Various activities and different authorities are associated with the Solar
Rooftop PV project. It is necessary that the different entities carry out



the works within prescribed time limit.

Therefore,

time frame

prescribed in the table below shall be scrupulously followed by the
concerned authorities.

sr
no

Activity

Sub activity

durations in

day (s)

POST TFR

On receipt of TFR from field, Head Office
shall issue letter to applicant regarding

In  principle consent for connectivity,
payment of connectivity charges and
execution of connectivity agreement within
15 days.

OR

Issuing estimate to applicant for system
strengthening (if required) to be paid within
30 days, payment of connectivity charges
and execution of connectivity agreement.

5 days from
receipt of TFR
from field
office

Signing of
connectivity
agreement and

Case-1 (no system strengthening required)
On payment of connectivity charges and
execution of connectivity agreement within
15 days of consent. Letter to applicant to
complete the project work within 6 months.

5 days from
execution of
agreement

issuance of
letter to
applicant  for
completion of
project

Case-2 (If system strengthening required)

On payment of connectivity charges and
execution of connectivity agreement within
30 days along with payment of estimate.
Letter to applicant to complete the project
work within 6 months.

5 days from
execution of
agreement

A copy of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net Metering
Rooftop Solar PV Grid Interactive Systems) Regulations, 2016, is attached

hereto and marked as Annexure A.

4. The Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net Metering Rooftop Solar
PV Grid Interactive Systems) Regulations, 2016, have been subsequently
amended vide amendments dated 06.10.2017, 23.01.2020, 31.05.2022,
04.09.2024. A copy of the amendments dated 06.10.2017, 23.01.2020,
31.05.2022, 04.09.2024 are attached hereto and marked as Annexure B
(Colly).

5. The Third Amendment to the Net Metering Regulations 2016 notified in
2022 amended the definition of the term, net metering. The third

amendment, also made provided for amendments in the Interconnection



S,

Agreement as provided under the principal Regulations. The amended
definition of the term net metering reads as under:

2(p) “net-metering” means a mechanism whereby solar energy
exported to the Grid from Grid Interactive Rooftop Solar Photovoltaic
System of a Prosumer is deducted from energy imported from the
Grid in units(kWh)to arrive at the net imported or exported energy
and the net energy import or export is billed or credited or carried-
over by the distribution licensee on the basis of the applicable retail
tariff by using a single bidirectional energy meter for net metering
at the point of supply;

6. The Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net Metering Rooftop
Solar PV Grid Interactive Systems) (Fourth Amendment) Regulations, 2024,
amended Regulation 7 as under: :

6. | Post TFR On receipt of TFR from |2 days from
field, Head Office shall | receipt of TFR
issue letter to applicant | from field

regarding ‘In Principle’ | office
consent for connectivity, '
payment of connectivity
charges and execution of
connectivity agreement
within 15 days. OR
Issuing estimate subject
to Regulation 5.1, to
Applicant  for system
strengthening to be paid
within 30 days, payment
of connectivity charges

and execution of
connectivity agreement.

7 Signing of |Case 1 (No system|5 days from
connectivity strengthening required) | execution  of
agreement and | On payment of | agreement
issuance of | Connectivity Charges and
letter to | execution of
applicant for | Connectivity = Agreement
completion of | within 15 days of
project work consent. Letter to

applicant to complete
the project work within
6 months

Case 2 (If system|5 days from
strengthening required) | execution of

On payment of | agreement
Connectivity Charges and
execution of

Connectivity Agreement
within 30 days along
with payment of
estimate, if any. Letter




10.

to applicant to
complete the project
work within 6 months

:

The Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net Metering Rooftop Solar

PV Grid Interactive Systems) Regulations, 2016, as amended, provide for a
period of 15 days within which interconnection/net metering agreement is

to be executed between the concerned distribution licensee and the
consumer/prosumer.

That the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana was launched on 13.02.2024 to
promote sustainable development and public welfare by providing up to,
300 units of free electricity per month to one crore household. The
scheme is intended to increase the share of rooftop solar capacity and
empower residential household to generate their own electricity. A copy of
guideline/scheme of the PM Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana is attached hereto and

marked as Annexure C.

Further the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has emphasized
the need for rapid implementation of this scheme to achieve the
ambitious target. MNRE vide Letter dated 30.12.2024 has noted that the
scheme targets one crore households to be implemented until FY 2026-27
and emphasised the role of Distribution Companies for successful
implementation. MNRE vide said letter inter alia sought for simplification
net metering processes by eliminating requirement for Net Metering
Agreement. This was stated as there is no commitment required from the
consumer and the Distribution Company has to abide by the Net Metering
Regulations issued by the respective State Commissions. It was also
requested that additional fees such as application, - facilitation and
connection charges are waived. Copies 'of the Letter dated 30.12.2024 of
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy with a copy to the Principal
Secretary, Energy, Gujarat is attached hereto and marked as Annexure D
(Colly.).

In light of the above, the matter has been considered and it is felt that
since there is no direct consumer commitment involved, the'
interconnection agreement may not be necessary. The application form
itself may be considered as an agreement and the provisions of the
Regulations as well as terms and conditions of the Orders passed by the
Hon’ble Commission would be applicable to both parties.



1.

12,

13,

14.

15.

It may also be considered that it would be beneficial if there is reduction
in time and simplification of the process as recommended by MNRE
considering the objective of the Scheme.

Therefore, with the intent to speed up the installation of solar rooftop
system and to promote the rapid implementation of the PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana, Serial Number 7 under Regulation 7 may have to relaxed
or modified in regard to the consumer under the said Scheme. Further
reference in Serial Number 6 to agreement would have to be considered
accordingly. '
That UGVCL is therefore filing the present Petition seeking the
intervention of this Hon’ble Commission, for relaxation or amendment of
the requirement of entering into interconnection/net metering

agreement.

That Regulation 18, 19 and 20 of the Net Metering Regulations, 2016, as
amended from time to time, provide for the Power to relax, and Power to
remove difficulty of this Hon’ble Commission. The said Regulations provide

as under:

18 Power to relax

The Commission may by general or special order, for reasons to be’
recorded in writing, and after giving an opportunity of hearing to the
parties likely to be affected may relax any of the provisions of these
Regulations on its own motion or on an application made before it by
an interested person, after following due process of law.

20 Power to Removal of difficulty

If any difficulty arises in giving effect to these Regulations, the
Commission may issue necessary orders or
clarification/interpretation to remove such difficulties either on its
own volition, or based on representations from stakeholders.

It is therefore prayed before this Hon’ble Commission that it may exercise
its power under the above mentioned Regulations, to relax the
requirement of entering into a Net metering/Interconnection Agreement
by the Distribution Licensee with the consumer setting up a Rooftop Solar
PV Project under PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.



16. Without prejudice to the above consideration of relaxation of

requirement, it is submitted that the Hon’ble Commission also has powers
to amend the Regulations:

19 Power to amend

The Commission may from time to time add, vary, alter, suspend,
modify, amend or repeal any provisions of these Regulations after
following due process of law.

17. That the removal of the requirement to enter into net
metering/interconnection agreement by the consumer/prosumer, will help:
in rapid implementation of the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. The above
consideration is being sought in view of the MNRE Letter and consideration

of the aspects.

18. UGVCL craves leave of this Hon’ble Commission to add any further
submissions/grounds or file additional information at a later stage if so

required based on the proceedings in the present Petition.

PRAYER

19. In the facts and circumstances of the case, submissions herein and in the
interest of justice, it is most humbly prayed that this Hon’ble commission

may be pleased to: -

*/ (@) Admit the present Petition;

(b) Exercise power to relax or remove difficulties for removing the
requirement of entering into Interconnection/Net metering
Agreement for the Distribution Licensee with residential consumers,
setting up Rooftop Solar PV Projects under PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli

Yojana;

(c) In the alternative, initiate proceedings for amendment of the Gujarat
Electricity Regulatory Commission (Net Metering Rooftop Solar PV
Grid Interactive Systems) Regulations, 2016 to exempt residential
consumers, setting up Rooftop Solar PV Projects under PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana from entering into a Interconnection/Net metering

Agreement for the Distribution Licensee with; and/or



(d) Pass such further or other Orders as this Ld. Commission may deem

o
Pe@(%!ioner

Superintending E?gineer (Solar)
DATE:26.03.2025 Uttar Gujarat Vij Co. Ltd.

R&C Office, Mehsana.
PLACE: Mehsana

just and proper in the facts and circumstances of the case.

DECLARATION

Declaration that the subject matter of present Petition has not been raised by
the Petitioner before any other competent forum and that no other competent
forum is currently seized of the matter or has passed any order in relation
thereto.

DATE: 26.03.2025
PLACE: Mehsana

PET, ER

Superintending Engineer (Solar)
Uttar Gujarat Vij Co. Ltd.
R&C Office, Mehsana.
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------------------------------------

I, Ishwarbhai Katara S/o Galjibhai Katara, aged about 49 years, resident of

Gandhinagar hereby solemnly affirms and state as under:

1. I am the Superintending Engineer (Solar) of the Petitioner and | am fully’
conversant with the facts of the case and able to depose to the present
Affidavit.

2. | have gone through the contents of the accompanying Petition and | say
that the facts stated therein are based on the records of the Petitioner
and believed by the deponent to be true. .

3. The Annexures to the Petition are true copies of their originals.

Solenly Affirmed & Signe
BEFORE ME

- G hary
Dist. MEHSANA | ©

REG. NG. 20677 _é—:’?—‘"—
& N Yaveshkumar M (“‘% {ig?iil' : il
i Jayeshkumar M. Chaudhary Superintendiny Engineer (Solar)
NOTARY Uttar Gujarat Vij Co. Ltd.
VERIFICATION: (GOVT. OF INDIA) MEHSANA

gme R&C Office, Mehsana.
26 | 063 [ 207

|, the deponent above named do hereby verify that the contents of my above
Affidavit are true to my knowledge, no part of it is false and nothing material

has been concealed there from.

jerifjgd at Mehsana_ on Eh_is 26t March of 2025
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B
i Lo DMENT
2 Superintending Engineer (Solar)
3 Uttar Gujarat Vij Co. Ltd.
Bt R&C Office, Mehsana.
B
.
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